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Introduction

As is the case in many other countries, mortality has been undergoing
substantial, though not precisely understood, changes in Pakistan. In the
absence of a reliable and adequate system of vital registration in the country,
the precise measurement of these changes is well nigh impossible. In Pakistan,
an attempt to estimate levels of fertility and mortality on a sample basis was
made through the Population Growth Estimation (PGE) project undertaken
from 1962 through 1965 [5, 12]. Subsequently, another demographic survey,
called the Population Growth Survey (PGS), was initiated and carried out from
1968 through 1971 [13]. Inthe PGE a dual system of data collection was utilized
based on continuous (Longitudinal) registration and a periodic (Cross-Sectional)
survey. In the PGS, data were collected through periodic surveys only. Data
from the PGS have only recently been made available to researchers, The
present set of life tables is based on the mortality statistics collected in 1968 and
1971 field operations of the PGS.

Mortality conditions in. Pakistan have shown considerable improvement
during the last 25 years [9, 15]. Information for the early years is based mostly
on special studies undertaken by Khan [8,9]. The crude death rate, estimated
to range between 29 and 32 deaths per 1,000 population in 1951 [15], fell to the
range of 12—16 in 1962-65, as derived from the PGE estimates [5], and is
estimated to be 11—12 for 1968-711 [13]. ‘'We may, however, point out that the

*The authors are Staff Demographer and Research Demographer respectively at the
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad (Pakistan). They acknow-
ledge helpful suggestions and comments of Mehtab S, Karim, Mohammad Afzal and J. Gilbert
Hardee on an earlier draft, The authors alone, however, take full responsibility for any
errors or omissions.

1The data for 1971 are based on Provisional Tables provided to the PIDE by the
Statistical Division, Government of Pakistan.
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